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Tn the claims: 

Please cancel claims ^1 -14 without prejudice or disclaimer of the subject matter 
claimed therein. 

Please add new claims 15-42 as follows: 

1 5. Alj element for the determination of an analyte in a liquid, the element 
comprising: 

a sample application zone, 

a detection zone located downstream from the sample application zone; 
a zone containing immobilized analyte or analyte analogue located between the 
sample application zone and the detection zone, 

a material that enabtes liquid transport between the zones, 

an impregnated conjufeate 2 To l cated upstream of the zone containing immobilized 
analyte or analyte analogue, wnich can be detached by liquid and comprises a first bioaffine 
binding partner capable of a specific binding reaction with the analyte to be determined and a 
first detectable label, wherein the^rst detectablelabehis-ajow molecular organic molecule, 

and ^ ^ 

a universal conjugate, locatedVipstream of the zone containing immobilized analyte or 
analyte analogue, which can be detached by liquid and comprises a second bioaffine binding 
partner capable o.£a specific binding reaction with the first detectable label- and a second r 


detectable label.- 


16. An element as claimed in j^lajm 15, wherein the first detectable label is 
digoxigenin or digoxin. 

1 7. An element as claimed in claim\j6, wherein the second bioaffine binding 
partner is an antibody to digoxigenin or digoxin: 

18. An element as claimed in claim 1 (A further comprising an elution agent 
application zone located upstream of the sample application zone. 

1 9. An element as claimed in claim 1 8, wherein the impregnated conjugate and the 
universal conjugate are located between the elution ag^nt application zone and the sample 
application zone 

20. An element as claimed in clairrM 5, wherein the second bioaffine binding 
partner is an antibody to digoxigenin or digoxin. K*Sn vv^ t a~Ok 

21. An element as claimed in claim 15, wherein the second detectable label is 


oing 


2 



metal particles or latex particles. 

22. An element as claimed i£ claim 21, wherein the second detectable label is gold 
particles. 

23. An element as claimed id cja im 15 , wherein the impregnated conjugate and the 
universal conjugate are located in the sample application zone. 

24. An element as claimed in claim 15, further comprising an elution agent 


application zone located upstream of th 
25. 


sample application zone. 
An element as claimed i l clainr24, wherein the impregnated conjugate and the 
universal conjugate are located betweer the elution agent application zone and the sample 
application zone. 1 

26. An element as claimed in claim 24, wherein the impregnated conjugate and the 
universal conjugate are located in the sa yiple application zone. , 
27— 


Tmethod for the determination of the presence of an analyte in a sampl^ef'the 
method comprising the steps of: 

providing an^element comprising a sample application zone; a detectior^zone located 
downstream from the sample application zone; a zone containing immobilized analyte or 
analyte analogue located>between the sample application zone and the detection zone; a 
material that enables liquicktransport between the zones; an impregnated conjugate, located 
upstream of the zone containing immobilized analyte or analyte analogue, that can be 
detached by liquid and comprises a first bioaflfine binding partner capable of a specific 
binding reaction with the analytesto be determined and a first detectable label, wherein the 
first detectable label is a low molepuflar organic molecule; and a universal conjugate, located 
upstream of the zone containing Jj^^otrilized ana^te or analyte analogue, which can be 
detached by liquid and comprises a second bioaffine binding partner capable of a specific 
binding reaction with the first detectableylabel and a second detectable label, 
contacting the sample applicatioiyxone of the element with the sample, 


contacting the sample with th^impiWnated and universal conjugates to react the 
analyte present in the sample with the impregnated and universal conjugates to form a 
detection complex, and 

determining the presence of the detection^omplex in the detection zone of the 
element. 

28. A methodas claimed in claim 27, wherein the determining step includes 


optically observing the detection complex. / 

29. Atpethod as claimed in claim 28, wherein the detection,complex is detected 
by visual coloratior 

30. A merhod as claimed in claim 27, further comprising the step of adding an 


elei 


/ 


ent to transport the sample toward the detection zone. 

L ■ • •• 


elution agent to the i 

3 1 . An element for the determination of an analyte \h a sample, the element 
comprising: 

a sample applicatioYi zone, 


a detection zone located downstream from the sample application zone, 
a zone containing immobilized analyte or analyte analogue located between the 
sample application zone and tne detection zone, ^ 

an impregnated conjugate located upstream of the zone containing immobilized 
analyte or analyte analogue, which can be detached by liquid and comprises a first bioaffine 
binding partner capable of a specific binding^feaction with the analyte to be determined and a 
first detectable label, wherein the fiist/detectable label is an organic molecule, and 


a universal conjugate locatec 
analyte analogue, which can be deta 
partner capable of a specific binding 


stream of the zone containing immobilized analyte or 
byAiquid and comprises a second bioaffine binding 
ion with the first detectable label and a second 
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detectable label. 

32. An element as claimed in Vlaim 31, wherein the first detectable label is 
digoxigenin or digoxin. 

33. An element as claimed in clainru32, wherein the second bioaffine binding 
partner is an antibody to digoxigenin or digo\in 


33. 


I 


An dementias claimed in claimy2, further comprising an elution agent 
application zone located upstream of the sample application zone. 

34. An element as claimed in clairn_3^L wherein the impregnated conjugate and the 
universal conjugate are located between the elutio\ agent application zone and the sample 
application zone. / 

35. An element as claimed in claimjl, wfterein the second bioaffine binding 
partner is an antibody to digoxigenin or digoxin. 

36. /[n element as claimed in clarm^, wherein the second detectable label is 

/ 

metal particles'or latex particles. 


37. An element as claimed in claim 36, wherein the second detectable label is gold 
particles. 

38. An element as claimed in claim 31, wherein the impregnated conjugate and the 
universal conjugate arb located in the sample application zone. / 


39. 


/ 


An element as claimed in claim 31, further comprising an elution agent 
application zone located uWream of the sample application zone. 

40. An element ak claimed in claincr39, wherein the impregnated conjugate and the 
universal conjugate are locate^ between the elutiorvagent application zone and the sample 
application zone. 


4 1 . An element as cla 
universal conjugate are located i 

42. A kit for determii 
an element comprising 


led jln claim^39, wherein the impregnated conjugate and the 
sample application zone. 

analyte, the kit comprising 
le application zone, a detection zone located 


downstream from the sample application zone, a zone containing immobilized analyte or 
analyte analogue located between the sample application zone and the detection zone, an 
impregnated conjugate located upstream oYthe zone containing immobilized analyte or 
analyte analogue, which'can be detached byliquid and comprises a first bioaffine binding 
partner capable of a specific binding reaction with the analyte to be determined and a first 
detectable label, wherein the first detectable label is an organic molecule, and a universal 
conjugate locatechipstream of the zone containing immobilized analyte or analyte analogue, 
which can be/^etached by liquid and comprises a second bioaffine binding partner capable of 
a specific binding reaction with the first detectable label and a second detectable label; and 


an^elution agent. 


REMARKS 

The specification has been amended at page 1 line 1 to change the title of the 
application and at page 1 before line 4 to add a specific reference to a prior application in the 
first sentence of the application. In addition, the specification has been amended at page 4 
line 18 to place the Brief Description of the Drawings before the Detailed Description of the 
Invention. Support, for this Brief Description of the Drawings can be found at page 14 lines 
10-12 and page 16 lines 22-24. The specification has also been amended at page 1 line 4, 
page 4 line beginning at line 1 8 to add section headings. No new matter is believed to be 
added by virtue of the amendments to the specification. 
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